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TalEval Computerized Grading
 Points lost for errors are offset by points gained by 

patient treatment

 More patients treated = higher points

 TalEval Objective Grading Format Grades Students 

in two ways:

 Comparison of how total class performs in each skill at 

each DH clinical education level

 Individual student performance according to Critical 

Errors (Critical Error points only affect student making 

the errors).



TalEval Grades by Skill Not Patient
 TalEval grades student performance of Each Skill 

over the treatment of a variety of patient types

 All Ages

 Healthy to Medically Compromised

 Healthy to Severely infected Periodontal Status

 Special Needs

 Recare

 TalEval conducts an ongoing evaluation of student 

performance of skills over 6-7 weeks (usually 

midterm) A midterm and final TalEval grade are 

averaged together to get the TalEval Grade



TalEval Knows!



TalEval Benefits 
 Objective grading format

 Patient treatment tracking

 Conducts surveys

 Paperless

 Web based

 Reports generated:

 Learning outcomes

 Total class performance per skill

 Individual student performance per skill

 Progression of skill development per class and per student

 Instructor performance and calibration



Commission on Dental Accreditation
 Standards requiring faculty to report evidence of:

 Student performance in classes, boards, employment after 

graduation

 Patient Treatment

 Quality Assurance in Patient Care

 Ethics & Professionalism

 Curriculum changes based on findings from grading, board 

performances, surveys from students, patients, and 

employers



Commission on Dental Accreditation

 Protects the public – Serves the Greater Good

 They are the gatekeepers to the profession

 They set standards and hold DH Programs to them

 Graduates must be clinically safe , competent and 

ethical

 It is the faculty’s responsibility to safeguard the public

 TalEval is a tool to help them meet that responsibility



 Instructor does not know the weight of error they find 

at the time of the grading. They must call it as they 

see it.

 Evaluates skills over a variety of patient types for 

specific timeframe (6-7 weeks) grading period

 Weights are determined by the statistical mean at the 

end of each 6-7 week grading period

 There is no daily patient grade 

 Allows students to have a bad day without a major 

set back to their clinic grade 

 Points gained from patient treatment offset points 

lost from errors 

Objective Grading Method



To Get a High Grade in TalEval
you focus on treating lots of 
patients. The higher the 
Debridement Skill Level – the 
more points you get!



Most of the outcomes data comes from this 

Grade Entry Header. It must be completely 

filled out correctly by ONE instructor.



TalEval Grade Form
 TalEval uses the Dental Hygiene Process of Care 

created by the American Dental Hygiene Association 

as its guideline for grading 

 Four Major Categories

 14 Main Sub Competencies

 140 individual procedural items



TalEval Grade Form
 The instructor observes the student during the 

process of care and uses the radio button grade 

form to mark errors and write comments

 A check mark indicates a single error

 An X mark indicates more than one error in the 

procedural item



Assessment



Planning



Implementation



Evaluation



Comments Box for Instructors

Instructors enter comments by 

clicking on comments windows



Instructor Comments Documented

A running report of written feedback given to students by faculty is kept on file



Students get points 

every time they perform 

a debridement when the 

Calc/Perio skill level is 

entered in the header 

after each area is 

debrided 

Clinical requirements

must get more 

demanding as the student 

progresses through the 

curriculum

Therefore,

less points are given 

per patient skill level treated

at each interval of the

clinical education



Example of 

grades of  a class 

weeks before 

graduation

Note students with 

the highest 

Calk/Perio Points 

got the highest 

scores

Names 

Hidden



Example of class TalEal

grade spreadsheet

for 6 weeks

Students with the 

greatest  calc/perio

points (patient points) get 

the highest score

Each school’s faculty 

determines the 

percentage the TalEval 

Grade weighs in the final 

clinic grade. For some 

schools it is 75% of the 

grade and case based 

presentations and other 

requirements form the 

other 25% of clinic grade.



Master Summative Grade Report

Allows faculty to view total class performance as well as individual student performance

Names 

Hidden

Faculty is able to view total class 

performance as well as individual 

student performance and see 

students with possible need of 

remediation: Errors in Red



Individual Student Grade Report

This student has made errors in 

categories which should have 

been mastered at this level of 

her DH clinical education.

She also made critical errors 

that cost 1.5 point loss to total 

TalEval Grade

She did not gain 

enough Patient points 

to offset errors made.

Her TalEval Score





Instructors are also being tracked 

according to the category and 

number of errors they find for all 

students in one clinic grading period.

TalEval shows if an instructor is overly focused in one category or not focusing 

on certain categories. They MUST mark every error they see!

Ms. Mason Ms. Jones Ms. MarksMs. Smith



Progression of Skill Development

As the students progress through the clinical education they make less errors in each skill

This graph shows the total 

number of errors found by all 

instructors grading all students 

in each clinic level. At each 

level less errors are found as 

students progress through 

their clinical education.



Progression of Skill Development

As the students progress through the clinical education they make less errors in each skill



As the students progress through the clinical education they make less errors in each skill



For a thorough explanation of the details on TalEval students 

should review the TalEval DH Grading & Outcomes 

Assessment Guide  

Here is the link: https://www.dhmethed.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/05/TalEval-DH-Grading-Outcomes-

Assessment-Guide-2017.pdf

https://www.dhmethed.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/TalEval-DH-Grading-Outcomes-Assessment-Guide-2017.pdf



